
 
Fineview & Perry Hilltop Citizens Councils  
Community Gathering  
 
NOTES  
 
Location: The Pittsburgh Project Date: Tuesday, August 27, 2019, 6pm (5:30- start 
to arrive, mingle and arrange food)  

Facilitators: Dwayne Barker, Perry Hilltop Board President and Terra Ferderber, Fineview 
Board President Staff: Joanna Deming, Executive Director and Carla Arnold, Community 
Engagement VISTA Breakout Groups Leaders: Christine, Sally, Lance,  

1. Welcome & Introductions (Name, neighborhood, announcement - 30 seconds/person) -  

15 min  

○ Goal is to understand who is in the room and develop relationships with one 
another.  

 

        The group went around and introduced themselves. 

2. State of Public Safety - 5 min  

○ Goal is to build relationships with police, to hear what is happening, to share 
your concerns and get answers or motivate action on those concerns.  

○ They will provide a brief update and may be available after their update to step 
out and brief conversation with you about specific concerns.  

 

Officer Burford shared updates on crime statistics. It was pointed out that there 
have been two hate related crimes, including graffiti on a car and a home. The 



one victim did not want to press charges. The other is being investigated.  

 

Residents expressed concerns about safety and drugs around Allegheny 
Dwellings. The police talked about there being cameras monitoring activity that 
the Housing Authority manages. A resident expressed concern about areas being 
overgrown and blocking cameras. 

3. Dialogue with Public Officials & Housing Authority - 15 min  

Cassandra Williams, Councilman Daniel Lavelle’s office; Councilwoman Darlene 
Harris, State Representative Jake Wheatley; Knowledge Hudson, Housing Authority City 
of Pittsburgh  

○ Goal is to develop relationships and build connections with our public officials. To 
understand what is happening at the city and state and see where to plug in or get 
involved. To share your concerns and get answers or motivate action on those concerns.  

○ They will provide a brief update and may be available after their update to step out 
and have a brief conversation with you about specific concerns.  

 

Councilman Lavelle, Jake Wheatley’s staff, Knowledge Hudson, and Ernest Rajakone 
from the Mayor’s Office provided updates. 
 
Residents asked when Allegheny Dwellings on Belleau would get further 
redeveloped. Knowledge said it would be a few years at least due to there not being 
enough funding. Daniel Lavelle said there was an initial timeline that was dependent 
on funding. However, there are other projects that have taken priority for funding, 
such as Larimar where matching funds would lost if development didn’t move 
forward.  

4. FCC/PHCC Working Updates - 5 min  

● Housing - Sally Stadelman shared the Housing Working Group is working with 
Studio for Spatial Practice on a housing and commercial development plan. 
Consultants from there came to our last meeting. She shared results from that 
meeting. She announced that FCC received $225K from CITF to renovate 9 
Lanark and PHCC received $200K from PHARE to renovate 2115 and 2133 
Perrysville Avenue. 

● Events - Carla Arnold shared information about the events are listed below. 
● Education - Lukas Bagshaw shared that he will be reconvening a youth program 



at Perry this fall to build our youth voice and educate youth about civic 
engagement. 

 
5. Breakout Groups - 40 min  

Residents broke into groups gain information about the below topics: 

○ Art & Mobility - Glenn Thompson (Christine Whispell, FCC Board)  

A new project we are working on with BikePGH. There will be several 
events in October to promote steps and walking. The events will be the 
weekend of the Step Challenge. Friday, October 11 and Saturday, 
October 12. There will also be two workshops where youth and others 
can engage with the initiative through expressive movement. One will 
be at The Pittsburgh Project. There other will be at the Carnegie Library 
on Federal Street on September 11 at 6pm. Visit: 
https://www.bikepgh.org/sites/steps-we-take/ for more info. 

○ Pressley Ridge - Ben Kelly (Gia Haley, PHCC Board)  

Shared maps and new for zoning change for their newly constructed building to 
allow for more than 75 students. 

○ Fair Housing - Raymond Moore (Mel McWilliams, PHCC residents)  

Shared resources for those who have been discriminated against when 
applying for housing. Learn more: 
http://www.pittsburghfairhousing.org/ 

○ Violence Prevention - Micki Mcdonough (Rev. Eleanor Williams, PHCC 
Board)  

Discussed ways to stop gun violence, including the work of Moms Demand 
Action and Ceasefire PA.  

○ PWSA Storm Water - Rachel Rempa and Clean Water ACTION (Ms. Betty, 
PHCC Board)  

Discussed lead line replacement and the storm water impact fee. PWSA is 
replacing lead lines in the community. Residents need to approve the work 
being done to the lines that lead from the street to their homes and choose 
whether to also have the lines done from their homes to the street.  

 

The storm water impact fee is a new strategy to charge customers based on their 
land size and the permeable surface on their property. 



6. Upcoming Events - 5 min  

● Garbage Olympics, Saturday, September 21, 9-12pm @ Fowler/PV Park  

● Community Gathering, Tuesday, September 24, 2019, 5:30/6pm @ The 
Pittsburgh Project  

● Step Challenge Clean-up, Saturday, September 28, 2019, 9am @ Top of 
Henderson Steps  

● Step Challenge Clean-up, Tuesday, October 1, 2019, 5:30pm @ Bottom of Biggs 
Steps  

● Fineview Step Challenge, Saturday, October 12, 2019 8:30am @ Fineview 
Overlook  


